. On histopathological examination the conjunctival mass lesion contained scattered clusters of malignant squamous cells and vascular channels with sparse infiltration of lymphocytes (Fig. 2) . In view of the rarity of squamous cell carcinoma in immunocompetent patients, underlying HIV infection was suspected. ELISA testing revealed positive antibody to HIV-2, and Western blot test confirmed the ELISA finding. Total white blood cell count was nOO/mm3, absolute CD4 count was 324/ ILl, CD8 count was 578/1L1, and the CD4/CD8 ratio was 0.56. On questioning, the patient disclosed a positive history of unprotected sexual exposure with a commercial sex worker in 1988. The patient was examined in an AIDS Care Centre by an internist and no systemic opportunistic infection was found. Scedosporium is a fungus with low inherent virulence and is considered an opportunistic pathogen. It is found in soil, rotting organic matter and polluted water, existing in two states: an asexual (imperfect) form (Scedosporium) and a sexual (perfect) form (Pseuda/lescheria). l
We report an unusual case of scedosporial scleritis with fungal colonisation and apparent decomposition of an inert surgical plomb.
Case report
A 70-year-old diabetic male professional gardener presented to the local casualty department with an injected, painful right eye. Five years prior to presentation he had sustained right ocular trauma from a plant twig resulting in retinal detachment followed by unsuccessful surgical repair. The eye had remained uncomfortable since the operation and became symptomatic only 3 weeks prior to presentation.
